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Southern Region
Women’s Meeting

The Southern Region Women’s Multi-State Meeting
will be held in Jackson on April 10-12 at the Jackson
Hilton on East County Line Road.

The theme of the event, which will be hosted by the
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation Women’s Program,
is “Planting Seeds to Harvest Leaders.”

Great speakers, workshops and a tour of the Ag
Museum are on the agenda. Dinner will be served at the
Ag Museum following the tour.

This is Mississippi’s first time to host the meeting.

Magnolia Beef & Poultry Expo
Mississippi State University Extension Service and
Community Bank are sponsoring the Magnolia Beef and
Poultry Expo set for April 13 at the Smith County Ag

Complex in Raleigh.

The expo will consist of a trade show and educational
seminars for beef and poultry producers. Poultry
producers will have an opportunity to receive CEUs
required by their CAFO operating permit.

The trade show will open at 9 a.m. and close at 5 p.m.
The expo is free of charge and open to the public.

For any questions or directions to the complex,

contact Charles Waldrup at 601-782-4454.

BIF annual meeting

The Beef Improvement Federation’s (BIF) 38" Annual
Research Symposium and Annual Meeting will be held
Tuesday, April 18, through Friday, April 21, at Pearl
River Resort in Choctaw, Mississippi.

For more information, contact Jane Parish or Blair
McKinley, Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences,
Mississippi State University, at (662) 325-7466 or (662)-
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325-3691 or email: jparish(@ads.msstate.edu or
bmckinley(@ads.msstate.edu

Region One YF & R Symposium

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation (MFBF) will host a
Region One Young Farmers and Ranchers Symposium on
Friday, June 23, at the Batesville Civic Center. It will begin at
9 am. and end at 2:30 p.m.

The symposium is designed to encourage Young Farmers
and Ranchers to become involved in the MFBF Public Policy
Development process. Lunch will be served and the event is
free. It is open to all Young Farmers and Ranchers in Region
One.

For more information and to register for the symposium,
contact Justin Ferguson, Region One Regional Manager, at
601-720-4238 or jferguson@msfb.com

AITC workshop dates & locations

The 2006 Agriculture In The Classroom Teacher
Workshops have been scheduled as follows: June 6, Bost
Extension Center, Mississippi State University, Starkville;
June 7, Mississippi Farm Bureau Building, Jackson; and June
8, Covington County Multi-Purpose Building, Collins.

For more information, contact Clara Bilbo, Women’s
Program/Ag In The Classroom Coordinator, at 1-800-227-
8244, ext. 4245,

District contest dates

Dates for District Talent and Miss Farm Bureau
Mississippi contests are as follows: District 1, July 11;
District 8, July 15; District 5, July 20; District 2, July 25;
District 3, July 29; District 4, Aug. 19; District 6, Sept. 23;
and District 7, no date had been set at presstime.

Upcoming special events

Mark your calendar for the following events:

Super Bulldog Weekend, April 7-9, Mississippi State
University

Youth Safety Seminar, July 10-13, Kamp Kumbaya,
Webster County.



Statewide Dairy Field Day, May 25, Southwest Events
Center, Tylertown. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and the
program gets underway at 9:20 a.m.

North Mississippi Forage Field Day, May 11, Forestry
Experiment Station’s Holly Springs Branch Experiment
Station, Holly Springs. Registration begins at 9 a.m. and the
program gets underway at 9:30 a.m.

Waide elected SFBIC president

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation President David
Waide was recently elected president of Southern Farm
Bureau Casualty Insurance Company (SFBIC).

Waide, who succeeds Ronnie Anderson of Louisiana, will
serve a one-year term as president of the company, which
writes policies in seven states and has total assets of $2.8
billion.

Bailey is president of watershed group

Brent Bailey, Environmental Programs Coordinator and
Member Services Director for Mississippi Farm Bureau
Federation, was recently elected president of the Upper Pearl
River Watershed Advisory Group.

This group was organized in 2004 for the purpose of
sustaining, restoring and enhancing environmental and natural
resources while expanding environmentally sustainable
economic development opportunities in the watershed.

Mississippi Farm Bureau to participate

in Southeast Diesel Collaborative

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation will participate in the
Southeast Diesel Collaborative, a voluntary coalition that aims
to reduce air pollution in the Southeast caused by diesel
exhaust and to promote renewable forms of energy through
locally produced agriculture.

The goals of this collaborative include: the protection of
public heath from air pollutants created by diesel sources; the
protection of the region’s natural resources; the promotion of
the use of biodiesel and other sustainable fuels; and the
promotion of retrofit technologies.

The collaborative consists of government agencies and
non-governmental organizations from eight states. MDEQ is
the coordinating agency for Mississippi.

Southern Bioproducts Conference

There’s still time to register for the Southern Bio-Products
Conference to be held April 3-4, 2006, at Golden Moon
Casino at Pearl River Resort in Choctaw, Mississippi. The
program will continue to focus on energy and products
produced from biomass materials. Concurrent technical
sessions will focus on: (1) Biomass Feedstocks, (2) Bioenergy
and Biofuels, (3) Bio-Chemicals, and (4) Bio-Products.

For more information about the conference, to print a
registration form, or to register online, go to www.ms-
biomass.org or contact Brent Bailey at 1-800-227-8244, ext.
4248.

Earth Biofuels to open truckstop
Earth Biofuels, Inc. announces the grand opening of its
first company-owned truckstop near Grenada. The opening

represents the first “BioWillie™ branded biodiesel product
available in the area and features the fuel as its exclusive
diesel product. The company is one of the few producers of
the popular alternative fuel in the state, with a plant in
Meridian.

Biodiesel is made from oilseed crops such as soybeans and
canola. Biodiesel can also be produced from animal fats and
recycled cooking greases. Little or no modifications to
conventional engines are needed to utilize these fuels.

The truckstop is located just north of Grenada on the west
side of Interstate S5 at the Coffeeville exit (Exit 211).

Remember to recycle ag containers

The Ag Container Recycling Council urges producers to
recycle ag chemical containers. HDPE and other plastic
containers that contained products registered for agricultural,
turf, forestry, vegetative management, specialty pest control,
as well as adjuvants, crop oils, and surfactants, can be recycled
cost-free. Producers are encouraged to work together to
schedule and provide containers for recycling events.
Approximately 734,000 pounds of plastic pesticide containers
were recycled in 2005.

USAg Recycling is the recycling contractor for the
Southeast U.S. Please contact them at 1-800-654-3145 for
scheduling information. Containers are to be properly rinsed,
cleaned, label removed and cap discarded for recycling.

Producers are also urged to practice safety when handling
and applying pesticides. Pesticide labels are to be followed
and applications managed to ensure off-target movement
(drift) does not occur.

Kudzu coalition to host two tours

The Mississippi Kudzu Coalition will host two
Demonstration Control Tours in April. The first tour and
workshop will be held in Marshall County on April 22 at 9:30
a.m. at the Marshall County Fairgrounds just north of Holly
Springs. The second tour will be held in Lafayette County on
April 27 at 4:30 p.m. at the Oxford Conference Center.

Approximately 540,000 acres are infested with kudzu in
Mississippi. For more information regarding the
demonstration tours, contact George Rowland with the North
Central RC&D at 662-534-7651.

Program to plant tree buffers

The USDA-NRCS awarded the Southwest MS RC&D a
grant to provide financial and technical assistance to poultry
producers to plant tree buffers around their poultry operations.
Planting trees as a visual screen, vegetative filter, and
windbreak around poultry farms is another opportunity for
poultry growers to demonstrate their continued commitment to
voluntary programs that foster good neighbor relations,
demonstrate proactive environmental stewardship and, in
some cases, increase production efficiency.

Poultry growers can receive 50% of the cost of
establishing tree buffers. Growers can provide half of their
match as in-kind contributions.

For more information on this program. contact Bennie
Hutchins at the Southwest MS RC&D at 601-833-5539.






